
 
 

 

PIGMENTARY KERATITIS 
 

Your pet has been diagnosed with Pigmentary Keratitis, a disease of the clear surface layer of the eye (the 
cornea). In patients with this disease, pigment builds up on the cornea and obstructs vision in the same way 
mud on your glasses would make it difficult for you to see. Patients with Pigmentary Keratitis often have 
decreased vision and “dark” looking eyes. 
 
Pigmentary Keratitis tends to occur in certain breeds of dog such as the Pug, Shih Tzu, Lhasa Apso, 
Pekingese and Boston Terrier. Causes include chronic corneal inflammation, irritation from hair rubbing on 
the cornea, protruding eyes that are exposed to the environment, congenital predisposition and immune-
mediated. Patients with Pigmentary Keratitis are often treated with topical steroids or other medications 
that suppress the immune system. Over time, use of medications can reduce the corneal pigmentation so the 
patient can see again. Remember, it took a long time for the pigment to build up on the eye, so it can take 
several months of treatment before the pigment is decreased enough for you to notice changes in vision and 
the appearance of your pet’s eyes. 
 
Most patients with Pigmentary Keratitis need to be treated for the remainder of their lives. However, once 
the condition is under control, we can often reduce the frequency of the medications. Periodic ophthalmic 
recheck examinations will be necessary to follow your pet’s progress. 
 
Please call if you have any questions! 
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